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variability of the cortical excitability. Sensory impressions, as 
well as direct electric stimulation of the cortex, influence both pro¬ 
cesses, augmenting, as a rule, the one feeblest at the time. Thus, 
the depressed excitability in morphia narcosis is exalted by periph¬ 
eral irritation or successive stimulation of the cortex, while inhib¬ 
itory processes are started by the same procedures when morphia 
has previously heightened the cortical irritability. 

They point out, finally, that the continuation of these experi¬ 
ments promises a clue for the phenomena of hypnotism in 
man. 
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I. This handsome volume is intended to fill an intermediate 
position between the larger works like Strieker’s, and the smaller 
guides for the microscope, designed for beginners. It is, we be¬ 
lieve, the 'first American work of any scope on histology. It is 
well and plainly written, and deals with the subject in a commend¬ 
able manner. It is of course but a compilation by men, practi¬ 
cally familiar, however, with the subject. We cannot, however, 
grant the praise of absolute completeness, since many of the finer 
points are barely, if at all mentioned, while some important inves- 
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tigations are altogether omitted, like those of Ebner on bone, 
Kiihne and his pupils on nerves, Gaule on corpuscles, and others. 
Yet the work as a whole gives considerable information on the 
subject it treats, and gives it in a practical way. The plates, not 
any too numerous, are sufficiently instructive for their purpose, 
though often useful rather than ornamental. 

II. This volume of some four hundred pages differs from other 
works on these subjects (of which there is an abundance), only 
in grouping together such heterogeneous topics, as diseases of the 
lungs, heart, throat, and nose, and considering them only from 
the standpoint of diagnosis and treatment. The physical signs 
are given pretty fully, but often the length of the separate articles 
will be found to depend more on the author’s verbose style than 
on any special thoroughness. Of course we find thrown in gratui¬ 
tously, as an aid to diagnosis, the cuts of all requisite instruments, 
familiar to the reader of the oldest surgical-instrument catalogues. 
So far, so good 1 But when the author follows up the physical 
signs with the description of the treatment, without pathology, 
course of disease, or prognosis, we stop to wonder. But no harm 
is done. The hints on treatment are so brief (to wit, diphtheria, 
14 lines), so dictatorial without explanation, and so unsatisfactory 
in general, that no reader will be tempted to place reliance on 
them to the exclusion of more comprehensive works. 

III. Dr. Fothergill is well known as a prolific writer, whose 
productions deserve due attention. His present volume, some 
300 pages in size, discusses indigestion and biliousness in a pleas¬ 
ant, chatty way, teeming with suggestions. It does not pretend to 
be a rigidly scientific work. It is not characterized by systematic 
arrangement, consecutive original research, nor are even the 
numerous physiological allusions to be taken in all cases without 
some allowance. But it is an agreeably written essay on practical, 
often neglected topics, showing much erudition and personal clinical 
experience. We have no hesitation in recommending it for its 
suggestiveness to any practising physician. 

IV. The title of this monograph, “ a practical treatise,” etc., 
is fully justified by the nature of its contents. It is eminently 
practical. The author shows, on the basis of a large and evidently 
satisfactory experience, that routine prescriptions are out of place 
in these disorders, and that each case requires an individual ex¬ 
amination. There has been but little information accessible on 
this topic hitherto, and this original and painstaking treatise does 
therefore really fill a void. It may be that the author generalizes 
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too broadly in attributing such importance to stricture as the cause 
of these disorders as he does, but this can only be decided by an 
experience of others similar to his. At any rate the book is a re¬ 
freshing lecture in this time of compilatory book-making. 

V. This is a well-written book containing a series of twelve 
lectures delivered to practitioners and advanced students on the 
physiology of digestion. It presupposes some knowledge of chem¬ 
istry and physiology, but gives, in a simple and pleasing manner, 
the results of the latest investigations in this department of physi¬ 
ology. The experiments, many of which are those performed by 
the author, are carefully stated and the conclusions well drawn. 
The book is one which may be read with interest and profit, 
and should find its way into the library of the well-informed 
physician. 



